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ADVERTISEMENT: 


THE Writer uſes the terms Orthodox and 
Calviniflic in the following letter in a populat 
ſtile, as it was no part of his inquiry; how far; 
in falt, the perſons whom he addreſſes might 
conſider themſelves as diſcriminated by theſe 
epithets. He means tio reproach by them, and 
if his Brethren think them an honour, they 
have it. Some epithet muſt neceſſarily be made 
uſe of to diſtinguiſh them from another claſs of 
Diſſenters in this kingdom, who reject, with 
them; the practice of Infant Spribkling; but 
who ate, in other opinions, the very oppo- 
fte of thoſe to whom the obſervations in the 
following letter apply. | 


a+» on 


- 
« 
% . 
7 * 
5 r * =— . 
Ss & 4 3 
ww ' 5 P 
— £ 
« 0 ; 
P 
* - 
- . 
4 
bd . 
* g 
: „ 
* * 
4 
— a * * 
* o 
- 
. l 6 
* „ 
* 


"MEN AND BRETHERN, 


I HAVE heard ſome of your brethren expreſſing 
themſelves diſſatisfied when it had been intimated to 
them, that their ſentiments and practice were ſuch 
as would not admit of their being called rational 
Chirſtians; and being deſirous of aſcertaining whe- 
ther their diſſatisfaction was properly founded was 
the occaſion of the following addreſs. 

A rational Chriſtian, according to my idea of him, 
is one who believes the Bible to contain a revelation 
of the will of God to mankind, that is ſo plain as to 
be underſtood, for all the purpoſes of piety and reli- 
gion, by the poor and illiterate, and ſo important. as 
to feel it his duty to make it the rule of his faith and 
ennverſation. He believes God cannot be the author 
of contradictions, and therefore he endeavours to 
reconcile ſeeming contradictions by conſulting the 
general tenor of the divine word, and the immediate 
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object of the inſpired writers, in thoſe more ifficute 
and apparently contradictory parts. His general rule 
of interpreting Scripture is to explain diſtinct propo- 
ſitions of ambiguous interpretation by the general 
and plain ſenſe of the word of God. Such a Chriſ- 
tian will make. this revelation the rule of his faith and 
practice in the concerns of life and in the duties 
of devotion, The man who does not this, acts irra- 
tionally, whilſt he ſuſtains the name of a Chriſtian, 
for his profeſſion and his practice are at variance with 

each other, „„ | 
The Orthodox Baptiſts, as they chooſe to ſtyle them- 
ſelves, charge their pœdobaptiſt brethern with acting 
very irrationally in baptizing or ſprinkling infants, be- 
cauſe they have neither precept nor example for doing 
it in the word of God: Yet theſe Baptiſts themſelves, 
uſe a form of human invention that is full as deſtitute 
of any countenance in the Bible as infant baptiſm, in 
which they aſcribe all honour and glory to three dif- 
tinct perſons in the Deity; each of theſe perſons, 
according to their plan of devotion, having ſupreme, 
diſtin honours aſcribed to him! In their contro- 
verſies with the Pœdobaptiſts, it is their conſtant. de- 
mand: “ Shew us a precept or example from the New 
« Teftament in proof of your practice.“ The requi- 
fition, it muſt be owned, is reaſonable; but how it 
can be made, with any ſhadow of conſiſtence, by men 
who violate the rule which they preſcribe to their 
brethern, I ſay violate it almoſt invariably, and that 
in the moſt ſolemn part of religious worſhip, is alto- 
gether unaccountable! Baptiſm is only to be conſi- 
dered as a poſitive rite; but prayer and praiſe are mo- 
ral obligations founded on the relationſhip which ſub- 
fiſts betwtxt the creature and the Creator /@). It is, 
therefore of the greateſt moment to preſerve the 
_ purity of obligations of ſuch vaſt importance, and by 
no means adopt modes of expreſſion that at beft are 
very ambiguous, and which, in theit obvious mean- 
Ing evidently tend to miſlead the multitude. = 
If the object of the worſhip of theſe men is 4 
Trinity in unity, it may be aſked on their own prin- 
3s ciplea, 
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ciples, Where is the precept or example for ſuch a 
worſhip to be found in the Bible? Is there any thing 
in the New Teſtament reſembling this worſhip ? Let 
the place be pointed out, and we will believe (%. 
But it cannot be done, becauſe this was not the wor- 
ſhip recommended by Moſes and the Prophets, and 
ſanctified by our Saviour and his Apoſtles. They 
worſhipped One God, and aſcribed all goodneſs and 
glory to him! There we are told, that to us Chriſ- 
tians there is but One God; and he is farther deſcribed 
to be the FATHER, not the Trinity.—“ There is 
«© One God and One Mediator bet wixt God and men, 
4 the Man Chriſt Jeſus.” What can be more plain 
than ſuch declarations? Certainly they are levelled 
to the meaneſt capacity, as it is proper all things 
ſhould be which concern univerſal piety, or our duty 
to God, Chriſt directs us expreſſly to pray to the 
Father, and, in his example, aſcribes to him only the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever. It the 
New Teſtament were a dark, or even an ambiguous 
book, and had left the object of worſhip involved in 
obſcurity, or perplexed in myſtery; if. there were 
neither precept nor direction that could lead us to 
diſcover the nature and the object of the devotion of 
the primitive Church, ſome excuſe in ſuch a caſe 
might be made for the worſhip which prevails among 
the Calviniſtic Baptiſts. But when we conſider how clear 
the Word of God is on this ſubject, and how many 
precedents (c we find in the apoſtolic writings, of 
prayers being concluded by aſcribing glory to God 
the Father only, it muſt remain a matter of the 
greateſt aſtoniſhment, how profeſſing Chriſtians can 
conſcientiouſly worſhip the Father in ſpirit and truth, 
whilft they neglect the rules laid down to direct and 
regulate it! Permit me to remind you, Men and 
Brethren, that the Miniſters of the Goſpel ſtand in 
a very awful and intereſting ſituation, as the ſervants 
of the Moſt High God, to conduct his public wor- 

Up, and teach the ignorant the duties they owe 
um. | 


Are 
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Are there not very many bearing this character 
who #now that God hath not required of them a ma- 
terial part of the ſervice that they perform? If they 
ſhould be the inſtruments of miſleading ' the people 
from the plain directions of the Scriptures, through 
an unreaſonable attachment to their own unſcriptural 
inventions.—lt they ſhould fill the minds of their 
flocks with confuſion, when they pray to God and 
praiſe him, by direCting them to aſcribe glory, equal 
glory, to three, and not to ene, under a miſtaken zeal 
to reCtify the lukewarmneſs of their Saviour and his 
Apoſties, becauſe they had not ſufficiently guarded 
their faith (a, and if they ſhould be the inſtruments 
of detaching the reverence all men owe the Father of 
Mercies, by dividing, darkening, or miſplacing it 
how can they appear before that Great God who 1s 
- jealous of his glory, with a conſcience void of of- 
fence? Can they deliver up their account with joy, 
and at the ſame time with a conſciouſneſs of non-ſub- 
miſſion to the righteouſneſs of God? Brethren, let 
us ſuppoſe what at leaſt may be poſſible in the laſt 
day, that the Judge ſhould aſk, 4 Who hath required 
« this at your hands?“ e In character, the Am- 
baſſadors of Chriſt ;—in practice, delivering an em- 
baſly that has not the ſanction of his divine guthority, * 
but teaching for doctrines the traditions of men! 

The reaſon that is often given for fach a practice, 
is ſo ſhocking as not to be named without the deepeſt 
concern. It is ſaid to be a mark of hereſy, and cen- 
ſured as ſuch, to conclude prayer and give praiſe in the 
language of the New Teſtament, And is a religious 
and conſcientious adherence to the letter and ſpirit of 
the Goſpel the only criterion of hereſy? O the de- 
pravity of the times, and the corruption of manners! 
What is to be inferred from theſe men's ſentiments 
and conduct? The moſt obvious conſtruction of 
ſuch a conduct is, that they are diſſatisfied with the 
wiſdom of Chriſt, becauſe he hath not ſufficiently 
guarded truth againſt the inroads of error and hereſy. 
However a diſpaſhonate Chriſtian would be ready to 
admoniſh thoſe perſons, who traduce their brethren 
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us heretics, without any other reafon than their 
paying a ſacred regard to the Word of God in their 
worſhip; to conſider in the moſt ſolemn manner, as 
they would anfwer it at the bar of God, that their 
practice ſanctifiss the worſt of hereſy, a departure 
from the expreſs declaration of God's will, either 


| from habit, falſe zeal, or becauſe they love the praife 


of men more than the praiſe of God! 1 

The Orthodox Baptiſts are called upon, whilſt they 
uſe their unſcriptural doxoligies / to explain them- 
ſelves and their behaviour towards their Pœdobaptiſt 
brethren, who practiſe infant baptiſm, not upon the 
authority of any expreſs precept of the New Taſta- 


ment, but from conſequenees derived from the ana- 
logy of the divine diſpenſations, or from deductions 


formed on certain indefinite expreſſions that are uſed 


in relation to this ordinance, and ſhew wherein they 


differ from thoſe whom they charge with teaching 
for doctrines the traditions of men. To an imperial 
man it muſt appear with irreſiſtible evidence, that the 
Baptiſts are by far the moſt culpable, in proportion as 


the object they neglect or pervert is of vaſtly greater 


importance than a miſtake that reſpects a poſitive ritez 
whoſe validity reſts on the will of the law-giver. Is 
it neceſſary to remind thoſe men, who, at leaſt in this 
caſe, are ſo much in the habit of neglecting Jeſus 
Chriſt, and reſiſting his authority, * It is not every 


* one who ſaith, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the 


e kingdom of Heaven?” The only men who build on 
the rock are thoſe who hear the words of Chriſt and 
do them. If welove the Saviour, let us not be aſhamed 
of his words before men: Let us receive him as our 
Prophet, Prieft, and King. But this can never be 


done whilſt the wiſdom of our Lord is arraigned, 


whilſt his love for the truth is ſuſpected, becauſe he 
bath left it unprotected, left it to look for ſupport 


and perſpicuity in human ſubtlety, or in human power 
and paſſion. 


2 


Let us for a ſhort time ſtay to enquire into the tens 


dency of the Chriſtian religion, as it 1s exemplified by 


theſe men. Does it teach the people the kmowledge 


ath 
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doth it teach them the worſhip of three Gods? Af 
the God to whom they addreſs their prayers is the 


Father, who poſſeſſes every poſſible excellence in 


himſelf, how does it come to paſs that the Son and 


the Holy Ghoſt are added to the Father in the con- 


cluſion IE the ſame prayegs, and equal, diſtinct ho- 
nour, perfection, and glory are aſcribed to them? Is 


the Son God diſtin from the Father? Tf fo, how 


can we aſk bleſſings for his fake, rather than for the 
ſake of the Father ? If his divinity is diſtin from 


the Father's, and yet coequal with it, then the fins | 
of men muſt be as offenſive to his juſtice, as they are 


to the juſtice of his father. And as we are taught 
that the Mediator muſt be God, diſtin from, but 
coequal to, the Father, in order to ſatisfy juſtice, it 
will follow that God made ſatisfaction to himſelf; or 
the Godhead of Chriſt had no fatisfaftion given it. 
And yet we are told God cannot die 5 tho' death 
per{®ts this ſatisfaction. How then could he make 
fatisfaQtion? If God is a being that cannot ſuffer, 
it is a ſtrange way of talking of the Deity imparting 
efficacy to humanity, in order to conftitute the price 
of redemption, whilft the Almighty can reither be 
degraded nor exalted. Perhaps it is better to cut 
the knot, than to attempt to reconcile contradictions, 


than to reaſon in a circle. Let the Calviniſtic Bap- 


tiſts ſay, that the Mediator is the Man Chriſt 
Teſus. And let them begin all their prayers by an 
addreſs to the moſt holy Trinity | in Unity, petition 
Them to ſupply all their wants, pardon all their 
fins; and aſcribe to them all and equal power, per- 
fection and praiſe and let them finiſh by aſking all 
fo be done for them and in them for the /ake (k) of 
the Mediator, who according to the Apoſtle Paul is 
the Man Chriſt Jeſus. By this plan of devotion 
they would avoid aſcribing more glory to one per- 


ſon in the Trinity than to the other—they would 


avoid kindling a war in the boſom of the Godhead, by 
making the Father and the Son to poſſeſſes different, 
and in their official cliaracters, oppoſite perfections, 
the moſt ſhocking of all ideas which can he dignified 


with any relation to religion—though, after all, it is 
much 
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much to be queſtioned;, whether they are not incapa- 
ble of explaining what is, or indeed can be, meant by 
Perſon, as it is uſed to deſcribe God, or the Pivine Eſs 
ſence; {z) and whether this mode of worſhip would 
not lead the common people to worſhip three Gods, 
who are reconciled to the world by the ſufferings and 
death of a man; and if ſo, in the iſſue, the very ſame 
* perſons may deify this man, and make him a fourth 
God, as on the account of his merit only, the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt confer any bleſſings at all on 
mankind, and have their inexorable juſtice ſatisfied. 
If it is God that ſatisfies juſtice, then he makes ſatiſ- 
faction to himſelf—if it is any mode or relative chat ac- 


ter that procures this releaſe for us, then our grati- 


tude is chiefly due to that relative character; or if it 


be the doctrine of the New Teſtament, that the juſ- | 


tice of Deity, unerring Deity, under all his abſo- 


lute and relative characters, would not ſuffer ſinners 


to be pardoned without a compleat, adequate, perfect 
ſatisfaction 5 and that this was given by the Man 
Chriſt, then the obligations of ſinners to him muſt 
be ſupreme. For he hath done for us what abſolute 
Godhead could not or would not do! In ſhort, in 
whatever view I conſider the mode of worſhip that is 
encouraged and practiſed among the Baptiſts before de- 
ſcribed, I cannot well avoid coming to the concluſion 
of the Apoſtle when he was at Athens; that they, as 
the Athenians were, are too much addicted to ſuperſti- 
tion. May the pity and mercy of God he ſpeedily diſ- 
played to reſcue his honour and the beſt religion from 
contradiction and confuſion ; and to deliver the weak 
and pious Chriſtian from that anxiety and terror 
which always attends the dread of miſtaking the ob- 
ject of divine worſhip //)! 1 hope it will appear 
with ſtrong evidence that the orthodox . Baptiſts ate 
quite inexcuſable in their rigid adherence to their 
unſcriptural doxoligies, by enumerating the ſeveral 
different ways holy men of old conducted their devo- 
tion. This, if any thing, is moſt likely to bring them 


back to the worſhip of the New Teſtatment /m). 


See Math. vi. 13. For thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory for ever, amen. Rom. i. 25. 
8 B 2 Who 
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Who charged the truth of God to a lie, and worſhipe 
ped and ſerved the creature more than the Creator, 
who is bleſſed for ever, amen. Rom. ix. 5. whoſe 
are the father's, and of whom as concerning the fleſh 
Chriſt came, who is over all God, bleſſed for ever, 
amen ! *Rom. xi, 36. For of him, and through him, 
and to him are all things, to whom be glory for ever, 
amen! Rom. xvi. 25—27. Now to him that is of 
power to eſtabliſh you according to my goſpel, and 
the preaching of Jeſus Chriſt—to God only wiſe be 
glory, through Jeſus Chriſt for ever, amen. Gal, i. 
4. 5. Who gave himſelf for our fins, that he might 
deliver us from this preſent evil world according to 
the will of God, and our Father, to whom be glory 
for ever and ever, amen! Ep. iii. 20, 21. Now to him 
that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that 
we aſk or think according to the power that worketh 
in us, unto him be g:ory in the church of Chriſt Jeſus, 
throughout all ages, world without end, amen. Ph. iv. 
20. Now unto God and our Father be glory for ever 
and ever, amen, 1 Tim. i. 17. Now to the King eters 
nal, immortal, inviſible, the only wiſe God, be ho- 
nour and glory for ever and ever, amen. 1 Taki. vi. 
15—16. Which in his times he ſhall ſhew who is 
the bleſſed and only Potentate, the King of kinge 
and Lord of lords, who only hath immortality, 
dwelling in the light, which no man can approach 
unto, whom no man hath ſeen nor can fee, to whom 
be honour and power everlaſting, amen! 2 Tim, iv. 
18. And the Lord ſhall deliver me from every evil 
work, and will preſerve me to his heavenly kingdom, 
to whom be glory for ever and ever, amen! Heb, xiii. 
20, 21. Now the God of peace that brought again 
from the dead the Lord Jeſus, that great ſhepherd 
of the ſheep, through the blood of the everlaſting 
Covenant, make you perfect in every good work to 
do his will, working in you that which is well pleaſ- 
ing in his ſight, through Jeſus Chriſt: To him be 
glory for ever and ever, amen! 1 Peter, iv. 11. That 
4 God in all things may be glorified through Jeſus 
Chriſt, to whom be praife and dominion for ever and 


Ever, amen 3 Peter v. 10, 11. But the God of all 
grace, 
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grace, who hath called us to his eternal glory by 
Chriſt Jeſus—after that ye have ſuffered a while, 
make you perfect, ſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle you; 
to him be glory both now and for ever, amen. 2 Pet, 
iii. 18. But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, to him be glory 
both now and for ever, amen! Jude 24, 25. Now 
to him that is able to keep you from falling, and to 
preſent you faultleſs before the preſence of his glory 
with exceeding joy, to the only wiſe God our Saviour 
be glory and majeſty, dominion and power, both now 
and ever, amen! Rev. i. 5, 6. And from Jeſus who 
is the faithful witneſs, and the firſt begotten of the 
dead, and the Prince of the kings of the earth—un- 
to him that loved us, and waſhed us from our fins in 
his own blood, and hath made us kings and prieſts 
to God and his Father—to him be glory and domi- 
nion for ever and ever, amen! Rev. iv. 8. And they 
reſt not day and night ſaying, holy, holy, holy Lord 
God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come! 
V. 11. Thou art worthy O Lord, to receive glory 
and honour, and power, for thou haſt created all 
things, and for thy pleaſure they are, and were cre- 
ated. V. 13. And every creature which is in hea- 
ven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and ſuch 
as are in the ſea, and all that are in them, heard I ſay- 
ing, bleſſing and honour, and glory and power, be un- 
to him that ſitteth on the throne, and unto the Lamb 
for ever and ever. Rev. vii. 10. Salvation to our 
God, who ſitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb. V. 12. Saying amen, bleſſing and glory, 
and wiſdom and thankſgiving, and honour and power, 
and might, be unto our God for ever and ever, amen! 
Rev. xix. 1. And after theſe things I heard a voice 
of much people in heaven ſaying, Alleluia, ſalvation 
and glory, and honour and power, unto the Lord our 
i 
From the above ſelection of doxologies, and they 
are all that can be found in the New Teſtament; it is 
certain there is no ſcripture countenance given to all 
the doxologies that are generally uſed among the Cal- 
viniſtic Baptiſts, Chriſt and his Apoſtles give them no 
T 1 ſupport 
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ſupport in this part of their worſhip. /r) And yet 
the way is marked out for them; there are plain pre- 
cepts and example to direct their feet in the way of 
peace. However they leave the light of Chriſt, and 
prefer human inventions to the plain truth of ſcrip- 
ture! They profeſs, it is true, to believe the all- 
ſufficiency of the Bible, as a rule of faith and prac- 
tice—but by reſiſting the authority of the Saviour in 
their confuſed doxoligies, their profeſſion and pras- 
tice are at variance. The holy apoftles were taught 
of God, men full of zeal and of the Holy Ghoſt, 
who hazarded their lives in defence of the purity of 
the Chriſtian religion, and at laſt ſealed their teſtimony 
with their blood: But this example and influence 
make no impreffion on our Baptiſt brethren; to turn 
them to the faith that was once delivered to the Saints, 
Thus obſtinacy in this point, inſtead of uniting 
_ Chriſtians in the fellowſhip of the goſpel—in the doc- 
trine of Chriſt, tends to ſow diſcord among the brethren, 
and ſhade the glory of the benevolent Redeemer who 
proclaimed peace on earth, and good will to men, 
Is not their mode of worſhip and the ſpirit with 
which it is conducted, a ſtumbling block in the way 
of the converſion of Jews and Mahometans ;—whilſt 
Papiſts are hardened in their ſuperſtition and idolatry 
by obſerving Proteſtants as tenacious of the traditions 
of men as themſelves, when it ſuits their convenience, 
and gratifies their paſſions? They mult ſee that the 
only diſpute betwixt them is, where to ſettle this 
human authority, ſo deſtructive to the kingly office of 
eſus Chriſt, But this point cannot be long at iſſue, 
he Church of England and the Pœdohaptiſts in ge- 
neral are not to be perſuaded by ſuch men to drop their 
adherence to rites and ceremonies that owe their 
origin to miſtake, or human tradition, becauſe they 
obſerve theſe men themſelves who plead for the purity 
of religion, and the ſupremacy of Chriſt in his 
Church, violate almoſt conſtantly, and even delibe- 
rately, the rule they preſcribe to their brethren, , Fi- 
nally, it is much to be doubted, whether other 
denominations of Chriſtians haye not the * 
N 3 5M 
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of truth and reaſon on their ſide when they infer that 
this ſect, at leaſt the Calviniſtic part of it, is com- 
poſed of men who are ſlaves to a ſyſtem of their own, 
and that their zeal is chiefly directed to reſtore the 
purity of the ritual part of Chriſtianity, whilſt they 
move not a finger to curb the groſs corruptions that 
have defaced the original beauty, and the primitive 
| benevolent fimplicity of the doctrines and worſhip 

of the Goſpel. BS. | | 
It is the ardent deſire of the writer of this letter 
to promote the glory of God and the honour of our 
Redeemer, by diffuſing an active zeal for the truth 
as it is in Chriſt. Whilſt his endeavours are directed 
to this object amongſt all denominations, he has par- 
ticular reaſons for preſſing it on his Baptiſt brethren? 
If their paſtors and teachers have any regard for 
the honour of ſeſus Chriſt, the purity of his religion, 
and the inſtruction of their flocks in ſcripture truth; 
if they have any defire to cheriſh and expand the 
principles of benevolence and Chriſtian union; if 
they ſeriouſly wiſh for the converſion of Jews and 
Mahometans to the faith of the Goſpel, unmixed 
with human inyention, and defire to reclaim the 
Papiſts from error and deluſion; if they would leave 
a a convincing and laſting impreſſion on the minds of 
the members of the Church of England, of their 
ſacred veneration for Chriſtianity as it was taught by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and that their diſſent from 
the Eſtabliſhed Church is conſciencious, becauſe 
they dare not ſubmit to human authority in mat- 
ters of religion; and, if they would wipe away 
the reproach of ſtraining a gnat and ſwallowing a 
camel, of ſacrificing the greater commands of Chriſt 
to cheriſh the leſs ; of ſetting up an enſign to diſtin- 
guiſh a party, rather than to accompliſh any of the 
moral and important purpoſes of religion; let them 
relinquiſh their attachment to unchriſtian forms; let 
them follow the Saviour through evil report and good 
report in the plan of his devotions, and reſcue the 
Bible from the ſuſpicion of being a defective un- 
guarded rule of faith and piety Cp). Till they have 
done this, let them ceaſe to make a demand on their 
| | | 5 brethren, 
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brethren, which they themſelves are unwilling to diſ- 
charge in the devotional parts of their worſhip ; let 
them avoid to cheriſh a zeal for Water Baptiſm of ſo 
peculiar a nature, whilſt in the weightieſt concerns 
of religion, they remain unmoved by the Majeſty of 
the Deity, the final account that muſt be given in the 
day of judgement, and by His unrivalled claim to 
ſupreme honour, glory, domiuion, and praiſe for ever 
and ever. | | | 

Men and Brethren, the unſcriptural worſhip which 
it is the object of this letter to point out and correct, 
prevails among you. Would to God it were leſs pre- 
valent. You know it is wrong C, though many of 


your people may be ignorant; dare to tell your 
people, that one is your Maſter, even Chriſt, and 


that you prefer his authority, and the teſtimony of 
a good conſcience, with the reproaches of being ffiled 
heretics, to the plaudits of ignorance, and the re- 
wards of a ſpurious and miſguided zeal. I conclude 
my addreſs to you in the language of the poet : 


fi quid noviſti rectius iſtis, . 
Candidus imperti; ſi non his utere mecum. 


And remain, 
Men and Brethren, 
Yours, 
Oxx or Yougx BRET REA. 


Hos. lib. i. Ep. (. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS. 


„ I: muſt indeed be acknowledged that poſitive rites 


are not of equal importance with thoſe doftrines which _ 
immediately reſpeCt the object of our worſhip as rational 
creatures Booths Pœd. Ex. Pref. p. 7. iſt. Edit. 


75 The pious and candid Dr. Watts was very ſenſible of 


the ſilence of the Scriptures on this ſubject, when he modeſtly 
expreſſed himſelf thus: I am not willing to be the man 


40 


iT 
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who ſhould venture to ſay, there is an abſolute neceſſity of 
uſing any doxology which has no pattern or precept in 
Scripture. We muſt have a care leſt we make any thing 
neceſſary by mere human cuſtom or conſtitution which the 
Holy Scripture hath not made ſo by a divine appointment. 
Since the Scripture is given to direct our worſhip, is it not 

better, in our moſt common and uſual addrefſes to God, to 
follow the expreſs directions and examples of Scripture, 
and imitate thoſe firſt and moſt glorious Chriſtians ???. | 


Diſſert. v. and Chrift. Duty, p. 223 


{c}) © Whoever would obliterate them (the laws of Chriſt) 
or any how attempt to change them, inuſt either ſuppoſe 
himſelf wiſer than Jeſus Chrift, or a greater friend to 

cc mankind 


1 
c mankind. He muſt be moved either by an enormous ſel f. 
© conceit, or by the ſpirit of malewolence,” Booth's Pad. 
Ex. p. 19, Pref, I wiſh Mr. Booth and his Calviniſtic 
| Brethren may ſeriouſly attend to this juſt reproof, and return 
to the ſimplicity of the Goſpel. The man who could adopt 


the above as his belief muſt be inexcuſable in the eyes of 
God and the world, if he continues to uſe unſcriptural dox- 


ologies. 


{4} © All that is added to Chriſt's inſtitution as a neceſſary 
« part of it, ought to be eſteemed only as the invention of 
« thoſe who add it: And the more there is added, let it be 
% done with never ſo much ſolemnity, and never ſo great 
««*'pretences to authority, the leſs there is remaining of the 
& ſimplicity of the inſtitution as Chriſt himſelf hath left it.“ 
Booth's Pœd. Ex. p. 11. When our divine Lord, addreſs 
«« ſing his Diſciples in a poſitive command, ſays, it. all be fo, 
« or when ſpeaking by an apoſtolic example, he declares, it 
is thus, all our reaſoning about firneſs, expediency, or 
« utility muſt hide their impertinent heads.” Booth, ibid. 
'Þ+- 106. his is Plain talking like a Bible diniſter and a' 


Proteſtant ! 


e. hope this fappokitinn will not be thought to favour of 
bigotry. It is not meant ſo by the writer. However let us 
hear an elder brother on the ſame ſubject: We will ſuppoſe 
a ſubject or a ſervant neglects the law.of a magiſtrate or 
the command of a maſter; we will farther ſuppoſe him 
4 called to an account of his diſobedience, and that in his 
* yindication he ſhould: ſay, © I conſidered the preciſe, per- 
« formance of the order as of little importance, provided it 
Were but Subflanitally obſerved, I have therefore ſubſtituted 
4 ſomething in its room that will do quite as well.“ Would 
„* this be thought a modeſt excuſe, or a juſt. vindication? It 
„ may be anſwered in that obſolete phraſe of our biblical 
&« yerfion—l trow not.”” Booth's Ped, Ex. p. 164, 165. 


( 5 The 8 Wan! in uſe are theſe: 

„To whom with the Father and Holy Spirit be all and 
6 c qual honour and. glory aſcribed, for ever and ever. 

To God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
% Ghoſt—three perſons but one God, be all and equal ho- 
« ncur and glory aſcribed, world without end. Or, 

% To Him (Chriſt) with J hee and the Holy Ghoſt be all, 


EMC, Kc.“ | 
It 
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It fi nifies but little which of theſe forms 1s uſed, as all ars 


equally unſcriptural. The object of this letter is to bring us 


back to the ſcriptures, and in this centre ' preſerve an unity 


of * in the bonds of Peace ! 


"(8 There are but a few, if any, of the Calviniſtic Baptiſts 
who believe that the Godhcad of Chriſt ſuffered and died. — 


But when they ſpeak on this ſubject they uſe the phraſe that 
Chriſt ſuffered as Man and Mediator. This is an expreſſion 
full of ambiguity; if it means more than the ſufferings of 

the human nature, and lefs than thoſe of e divine, where 


mall we find a medium, "unleſs we ſhelter ourſelves under an 


; _ office ? But if you ſimplify, it is all one. There muſt be a 


conſcious Being to ſuffer And that Being muſt, in this caſe, 


be either G d or Man, or both, on the principles of our bre- 


thren. It is perhaps beſt and moſt ſcriptural to ſay that the 


* 


Godhead that was in Chriſt was the Godhead of the Father 
and that it withdrew itſelf from the Saviour in that awful period, 


when he cried out, My God! my God! why haſt thou for- 
% ſaken me?” Math. i. 46: . us ht 8 rr 


Qreſtions, . 130. bs 


{+#) Tt is no where expreſſly ſaid, that God pardons en for 
the ſake of Chri ft, and therefore it may be as well to drop 
the uſe of a phraſe that is very ambiguous in its ſignification 
—and may lead the people at large to think that the Father of 
mercies is not of himfelf merciful ! Eph. iv. 32. is the text 


perhaps that has miſted'ſome Chriſtians, becauſe it is wrongly 


tranſlated. In the original it is à hg vai 5 eos % pig even 


as God in Chriſt hath forgiven :xapioalo vw, more properly 


confers favours upon you, or hath conferred favours upon 
you. The ſenſe evidently is, that Chriſtians ſhould imitate 


God in their conduct one towards another. He giveth both 


largely and freely, and upbraideth not! Here it may be en- 


quired waat is truth? How are we to come to God? The 
anſwer is, in the ame of jeſus Chriſt. Thus he hath taught 
" "Wis, Jol. XY. 16. That whatſoever ye ſhall aſk the Father 


“ in my name, he may give it you,” Joh. xvi. 23. In that 
day ve ſhall alk me nothing: Verily, verily I fay unto you, 


„ whatſoever. ye ſhall aſk the Father in my name, he will give 


& it you.“ V. xxiv. © Hitherto ye have aſked nothing in 


6 0 my name —aſk and ye ſhall receive, that your joy may be 


* full,” V. xxvi.-—"And at that day ye ſhall aſk in my 


„ name.“ — This is the inſtruction of my Saviour; I cannot 
be wrong in yielding myſelf up to him. He Nr beſt in 


what 


( 20+) 

as manner I ought to aſk for bleſſings of his heavenly Fa 
her —I will endeavour to conform to his written will. 

{=} It is a certain fact, that when we are much accuſ- 

« tomed to certain terms, we can ſcarcely avoid fancying we 
„ underſtand them, whether they have a meaning or not; 
„ hence in ſome popular ſyſtems of religion, the ZEAL of the 
« PEOPLE is principally exerted in ſupport of certain favour- 
ite phraſes, and a kind of technical and idiomatical dialect, 
% to which their ears have been long inured, and which they 
„ conſequently imagine they underſtand, but in which often 


„ there is NOTHING TO BE UNLERSTOOD ?? 
| Campbell's Philoſophy of Rhetoric. 


{1) cannot reſiſt the Nen of communicating the fol- 
lowing note to the notice of my reader. The worthy author's 
good ſenſe and Chriſtian piety ſhine in it with equal ſplendor. 
It ſuggeſts, as he tells us, what gave his mind an undiſ- 
turbed ſerenity in the awful and intereſting concerns of divine 
worſhip. His words are the following. «« Jeſus Chriſt came 
« to reveal the One true God in a clearer manner than he 
« was before revealed.“ He himſelf worſhipped this God, 
taught his diſciples to- worſhip him. Could I worſhip God 
(thought 1) under the ſame view as my Lord and Saviour did, 
or as he expreſſly taught his diſciples, I ſhould fo far take the 
moſt effectual method to guard againſt error. Let me then 
aſk, did he worſhip #/m/elf, jointly with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, as the Trinity, or the triune God? If he did, 
let me do the ſame, If he did not, can I be wrong in fol- 
lowing his example ? Am I to be governed by the reaſonings 
of men and their ſchemes in this matter, or by the authority 
of the head of the church? I cannot for a moment heſitate. 
I will examine then to whom he addrefſed his prayers and 
thankſgivings. Jeſus lifted up his eyes to heaven and ſaid, 
«© Father, this is life eternal, &c. And now, O Father, glo- 
„ rify thou me—PFather Iwill that they alſo—O righteous 
„ Father—I thank thee, O Father Father, if thou be willing 

© —Father, into thy hands I commend my ſpirit!““ Jeſus 
4 theſe inſtances appears to have addreſſed his prayers and 
thankſgivings not to his own nature, or to himſelf jointly with 
the Father and Spirit, but to the Father only. If the Father 
be the Trinity, or the triune God, then I alſo worſh p the 
Trinity, 4 Hort view of the tenets of Tritheifls, &c. 82. fe 
72, 73. 24 Edit. 


{m) In proceſs of time the beſt inſtitutions are apt to decline, 
| and 


Cm) 


tr and by :nſenfible degrees to fwerve and dapaire from their 


4 firſt ſtate; therefore it is a good rule to preferve things 
«© from corruption and degeneracy often to look back to the 
« firſt inſtitution, and by that to correct thoſe imperfeions 
64 which almoſt E creep in with time.“ 

x | Booths Pad. Ex. v. 107. 


P 7 J Mr. Booth's ee vine are ſo much in Pein that 


I muſt again take the liberty of eee r to the notice 
of his brethren. 


« Behold here an acknowledgement fo plain __ ſo full i 
& I wonder with what countenance men can reſiſt fo manifeſt 


a truth, and withhold it in unrighteouſneſs? And yet here 


„they will muſter up the beſt ſtrength they have,” and will 
« not yield an inch of what they have once eſtabliſhe ed ,t | 
right or wrong.” Pad. Ex. p. 148, 3 


{r} © For while they Dres the uſe of this remarkable 
« apeſtolic language, it Jooks as if they were conſcious that 
« it would not properly expreſs the facts to which it ſhould 


- $6 be applied. Booth, ibid. p. 112. 


And again, the ſame champion for the perfection of Chriſ- 
tian authority tells us, 

It would be the height of precipitancy, and little ſhort 
« of religious madneſs, to deſert an hypotheſis thus recom- 
* mended for one that appears in ſuch embarraſſment, with- 
© out the moſt cogent reaſons.” Booti's Pæd. Ex. p. 132. 

Mr. Booth; no doubt, has obſerved this religious madneſs, 
as he ftiled it, in ſome of his brethren, if he has not been 
infected with it himſelf. However, from this time forward, 
if he would retain the character of an honeſt man, he will oſs 
Scripture doxologies only, 


(7) ** Clear ſcriptural precepts and apoſtolical examples, 
„ (faith a candid writer) are ſafe and ſufficient guides for de- 


„ votional practice; while that which is founded on the ſpe- 


«« culations and reaſonings of men, and ſupported by neither 
4 ſcriptural precepts nor apoſtolical examples, is in danger of 
«© being erroneous, and of engendering ftrife, railings, and 
« evil ſurmiſings among thoſe who acknowledge the ſame 
« maſter, and ought to be united by benevolence and kind- 
« neſs.” A Short View of the Tenets of . & c. 
p-· 102. ad Edit. 


fp That the teſtimony of the Scripture in favour of 


any religious tenet or practice is of great Importance, none 
6. but 


, but infidels dare to deny; that. the ſacred writings are our 
only rule of doctrine and worſhip was the, grand principle 
of the Reformation, and happy had it been if each con- 
cerned in that excellent work had uniformly acted under its 


c 
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influence On this foundation Proteſtant writers have ſuc- 


. ceſsfully oppoſed the.Papal ſyſtem. Nor is any thing more 


frequent with them, when engaged in that controverſy, than 
a recurrence to. this capital principle, . Chillingworth's 


maxim, THE. BIBLE ONLY IS THE RELIGION, OF PRO- 


TESTANTS.” a Pad. Ex, p. 174 


71 It muſt be a matter highly ſatisfactory to every Gncers 


and benevolent Chriſtian to obſerve the ſtriking difference i in 
the ſpirit and tendency of the circular letters of, the Weſtern 


apa aſſociation. in this and the. laſt year, when compared 


"the letters of the two preceding years in the ſame diſtrict. 


If we may judge by this criterion, of the growing wiſdom, 
candour, and Chriſtian charity of our Miniſters and Churches, 
we ſhall ſoon ſee them in the moſt flouriſhing condition! 


59 


T RH E z N p. 


I. co 12 
. WFTRIERES 45 8 
4 8 Ne JET 3 
n 


